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QADBY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1964 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

The  year  which  is  the  subject  of  this  report  has  been  devoid 
of  any  serious  disturbance.  TThilst  this  does  not  make  for  spectacular 
reportage,  it  is  nevertheless  the  experience  which  a  Health  Department 
looks  forward  to. 

That  the  Department  can  report  as  being  able  to  deal  with  all 
statutory  requirements  and  to  be  able  to  anticipate  many  problems  before 
they  become  serious  is  largely  due  to  the  adequacy  both  in  number  and 
calibre  of  staff.  For  this  the  Council  must  take  credit.  Its  attitude 
in  supporting  the  provision  of  such  extra  staff  as  may  from  time  to 
time  prove  necessary  and  of  applying  to  such  staff  gradings  which  are 
realistic,  has  been  an  important  factor  influencing  the  work  of  its 
Officers . 


I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
R.W.  KIND 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


REGISTRAR-GENERAL ' S  CLASSIFICATION 

1964 

M 

F 

— 

Total 

1  . 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ..  ..  .. 

~ 

- 

- 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  ..  ..  ..  .. 

— 

— 

— 

3* 

Syphilitic  disease  . .  ,. 

•  • 

•  • 

#  • 

- 

- 

4. 

T> 

Diptheria  ..  ..  .,  .. 

- 

- 

- 

5. 

V/ho oping  Cough  . 

- 

- 

- 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections  . 

— 

- 

- 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis  . . 

- 

- 

- 

8. 

Measles  ••  ••  •  •  •• 

- 

- 

- 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

•  • 

•  • 

- 

1 

1 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm.  Stomach  . •  . . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

2 

5 

11. 

”  ”  Bronchus  and  lung 

•  « 

»  • 

5 

- 

5 

12. 

”  ”  Breast  .  ♦  • • 

- 

2 

2 

13. 

n  ”  Uterus  ••  •• 

- 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasm 

•  * 

•  * 

5 

3 

8 

15. 

Leukaemia  and  aleukaemia  . .  . . 

•  • 

•  ♦ 

•  • 

- 

- 

- 

16. 

Diabetes  ••  ..  ••  •• 

- 

- 

- 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

7 

9 

18. 

Coronary  disease  and  angina  . .  . . 

•  • 

•  • 

41  % 

10 

8 

18 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .. 

- 

4 

4 

N> 

O 

. 

Other  heart  diseases  ••  ••  ••  •* 

4 

5 

9 

21. 

Other  circulatory  diseases  ••  •« 

3 

3 

6 

22. 

Influenza  . .  *  • 

- 

- 

~ 

23. 

Pneumonia  . . 

3 

3 

6 

24. 

Bronchitis  ••  ••  ••  •• 

3 

2 

5 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

#  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

2 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  • •  • • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

- 

1 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

- 

- 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  • •  , • 

- 

- 

- 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ..  ••  •« 

- 

- 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion 

«  • 

•  • 

•  • 

- 

- 

- 

31. 

Congenital  malformations  ••  ••  •• 

- 

— 

- 

. 

C\J 

K-\ 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

#  » 

•  • 

9 

4 

13 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . .  • •  • • 

2 

2 

4 

34. 

All  other  accidents  ••  . .  ••  • • 

— 

1 

1 

35. 

Suicide  ..  • •  •  •  .  • 

- 

- 

•m 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  • • 

*• 

— 

TOTAL  (all 

causes ) 

51 

48 

99 
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CONTROL  AND  PREVENTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


IMMUNISATION: 


^During  1964,  293  children  received  primary  immunisation 
against  diphtheria.  361  other  children  received  injections  to 
maintain  their  immunity. 

The  other  conventional  immunisation  procedures  were  con¬ 
tinued. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

There  were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis  during  1964* 


1  new  case  of  non— pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  notified  and 
4  additional  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  came  to  live  within  the 
District. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  29  cases  of  pulmonary  and  6 
cases  of  non-pulnonary  tuberculosis  were  known  to  be  living  in  the 
District. 


OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


Measles 

Who oping  Cough 
Dysentery 
Food  poisoning 
Meningococcal  infection 


•  ♦ 


•  • 


•  • 


•  ♦ 


..  173 

2 

3 

1 

..  1 


The  case  of  food  poisoning  referred  to  was  a  member  of  a 
coach  party,  returned  from  a  tour  of  France  and  Italy,  On  investigation 
one  further  Oadby  resident  who  participated  in  the  tour  was  found  to 
be  infected.  Treatment  of  the  two  cases  was  undertaken  by  their  family 
doctor  with  the  result  that  one  became  clear  whilst  the  other  did  not 
respond  to  treatment  .  The  infecting  organism  was  Salmonella  panama. 

At  the  time  of  this  occurrence  swabs  from  the  sewage  disposal  works 
effluent  were  being  systematically  examined  for  pathogenic  organisms. 
During  the  whole  of  the  period  in  which  one  individual  continued  to 
excrete  Salmonella  panama,  this  organism  was  isolated  from  sewer  swabs. 
This  was  found  to  be  a  sufficiently  sensitive  method  of  detection  foi 
personal  sampling  of  the  carrier  to  be  suspended.  When  two  consecutive 
sewer  swabs  failed  to  show  Salmonella  panama,  sampling  of  the  carrier 
was  resumed  and  it  was  found  that  she  was  no  longer  infected. 

Tracing  the  other  members  of  the  party,  notifying  their 
names  to  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the  various  areas  in  which 
they  lived  and  investigating  the  two  local  cases  and  their  contacts 
necessitated  twenty  three  visits,  sixty  six  letters  and  seventeen 
telephone  calls.  In  this  way  are  holiday  indiscretions  underwritten. 


— 0O0- 
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SANITARY  C  IRC  UMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.G-.  Davies,  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector,  for  the  following  information  relating  to  the  sanitary 
circumstances  of  this  area 

WATER  SUPPLY  : 


Leicester  Corporation  mains  water  is  piped  throughout  the 
district  and  all  houses  have  an  internal  supply. 

The  water  is  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity.  A  samples 
were  taken  and  were  found  to  be  bacteriologically  satisfactory  notwith¬ 
standing  the  presence  of  asellus  aquaticus. 

SEWACE  DISPOSAL  : 

The  houses  in  the  district  are  served  by  A, 66 9  water 
closets,  leaving  5  premises  supplied  by  pail  closets.  These  pails 
are  emptied  by  our  own  employees  every  fortnight. 

13  cesspools  are  in  use^ a  further  one  having  been  constr¬ 
ucted  during  the  year.  These  are  emptied  every  two  months. 

The  new  sewage  disposal  works  are  almost  complete  and  have 
already  contributed  to  an  improvement  in  the  quality  of  effluent. 

From  June  1963  to  September  196A  the  effluent  was  chlorinated 
prior  to  its  discharge  into  the  Washbrook*  A  contact  time  of  approxi¬ 
mately  four  hours  was  allowed  and  the  residual  level  of  chlorine  in 
the  final  effluent  was  less  than  0.1  p.p.m. 

During  the  period  June  to  December  1963  sev/er  swabs  were 
held  in  the  main  effluent  drain  for  2 A  hour  periods  and  were  daily 
examined  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  the  presence  of  pathogenic 
organisms . 

During  the  period  January  to  December  196A  sewer  swabs  were 
similarly  placed  but  were  left  for  A8  hour  periods  and  were  examined 
twice  weekly. 


The  following  table  shows  the  results  :- 


Period 

June  -  December 

1963 

January  -  December 

1964 

Total  number  of  swabs 

180 

104 

Total  number  of  swabs 

from  which  no  Salmonellae 
were  isolated. 

163 

70 

Salmonellae  isolated 

paratyphi  B 

8 

10  • 

typhimurium 

A 

— 

give 

3 

7 

enteriditis 

1 

— 

brandenburg 

2 

7 

heidelberg 

— 

1 

panama 

— 

11 

irumu 

- 

1 

indiana 

- 

1 

Total  isolations 

20 

38 

~5- 


The  isolations  during  the  period  June  to  December  1963 
were  all  associated  with  the  release  of  effluent  containing  a  high 
concentration  of  suspended  solids  (in  excess  of  1(30  p.p.m. ). 

During  the  period  January  to  September  1964  when  the 
suspended  solid  content  of  the  effluent  was  somewhat  improved 
(less  than  60  p.p.m.)  only  one  isolation  was  made.  This  was  of 
Salmonella  paratyphi  B  and  was  made  on  a  day  when  the  chlorination 
was  inadequate. 

Chlorination  ceased  in  September  1964  and  the  isolations 
shown  in  the  column  for  1964  were,  with  the  one  exception  referred 
to  above,  all  made  in  the  last  three  months  of  the  year. 

Attention  is  drawn  to  the  isolation  of  Salmonella  panama. 
This  organism  was  last  previously  isolated  in  Leicestershire  some 
five  years  before  and  its  appearance  coincided  with  the  presence  of 
the  carrier  referred  to  in  the  section  on  infectious  disease. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  : 

No  limit  is  placed  on  the  number  of  bins  allowed  to  each 
dwelling.  Refuse  is  collected  at  weekly  intervals  in  three  modem 
compression  type  rear  loading  vehicles  and  disposed  of  by  controlled 
tipping. 


it . 


Trade  refuse  is  collected  weekly  from  premises  producing 


Tipping  space  in  this  compact  Urban  District  is  becoming 
impossible  to  obtain.  It  is  necessary  to  plan  ahead  on  the  assumption 
that  some  alternative,  almost  certainly  mechanised  system  of  disposal 
must  shortly  become  inevitable. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA  : 
Complaints  received  « •  . .  • • 

Premises  concerned  . 

Total  number  of  inspections  made 
Nature  of  Inspections 
Animal  keeping  . .  . .  . .  . . 

Bakehouses  ..  ..  ..  .. 

Drainage  works  . .  . ,  . ,  . . 

Dwelling  houses  (all  purposes)  .. 

Dirty  premises  . .  .. 

Infectious  Disease  Inquiries 

Food  premises  . 

Food  Poisoning  Inquiries  ..  .. 

Rodent  control  . . 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal 

Schools  ..  ..  . 

Shops  ..  ..  ..  . . 

Slaughterhouse  and  meat  inspections 
Smoke  control  . .  . .  . .  . .  . . 

Water  supplies  . .  . .  . .  . .  . . 

Factories  and  workplaces  • .  . • 

Caravan  sites  ..  . . 

Other  inspections  . 


173 
153 
3  ,£58 

4 

4 

125 

429 

12 

47 

141 

59 

74 

380 

11 

73 

945 

17 

4 

24 

7 

702 


Notices  Issued 

Housing 

Nil 

Public  Health 

Outstanding  on  1st  January  1964 

Nil 

Issued  during  1964 

7 

Complied  with  during  1964 

7 

Statutory  action  necessary 

Nil 

Outstanding  on  31st  December,  1 964 

Nil 

Retaliated  Buildings 

There  are  no  regulated  buildings  in  the  area. 


There  are  no  sites  in  this  area,  but  one  licence  for  an  indiv¬ 
idual  van  continues.  Contractors  employees  acount  for  a  shifting 
occupancy  of  vans  adjacent  to  sites  of  work. 

Verminous  Premises 

4  infested  premises  came  to  notice  during  the  year.  Council 
houses  were  not  involved. 

Prevention  of  Damage  bv  Pests  Act.  1949 

A  full  time  rodent  operator  is  employed.  The  refuse  tip  and 
sewers  received  regular  treatment,  whilst  a  comprehensive  service  is 
offered  to  the  public.  327  infestations  were  dealt  with  involving 

74  visits  by  your  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  1 ,236  by  the  rodent 
operator. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 


One  establishment  previously  licenced  under  this  Act  ceased 
to  deal  with  livestock. 


Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act, 1963 

jfo-g?  Flock  and  other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

No  premises  are  involved  in  the  operation  of  these  Acts. 


Schools 


Three  school  canteens  were  inspected.  One  notice  is  still 
outstanding. 


No  action  under  Section  JQ  of  this  Act  was  taken  during  the  year. 


3  inspections  were  made  and  10  samples  of  water  were  taken. 
These  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

Factories  Acts. 

Premises  involved  in  the  operation  of  the  Acts  .. 

Inspections  made  . . .  ##  tt 

Defects  found  ..  . . . 

Number  of  Outworkers  . . 


..  83 

..  19 

..  Nil 

..  16 


Noise  Abatement  Act,  19^0 

Three  investigations  were  made  upon  complaint..  Sound  level 
readings  were  taken  and  statutory  action  was  not  require  . 


A  general  investigation  of  sound  levels  associated  with  the 
use  of  sound  amplification  equipment  was  carried  out.  Octave  band 
analysis °indicated  the  potential  sources  of  nuisance  in  certain  oases 
and  measures  are  in  hand  to  moderate  sound  emission  even 
complaints  have  not  always  been  made  by  members  of  the  pu  -  . 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


FOOD  HYG-IENE  REGULATIONS.,  j  9,55 

Premises  inspected . • .  39 

Number  of  inspections  made . .  141 

Number  of  notices  served  . .  .  •  • .  ••  5 

Number  of  notices  complied  with . .  .  6 


Number  of  notices  outstanding  on  December  31st  1964  , .  2 

ICE  CREAM 

23  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream. 

8  samples  were  taken  during  the  year.  All  were  Grade  1 . 

4  iced  lollies  were  taken  as  samples  and  were  also  found 
to  be  satisfactory. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATI01S  ,  1 959 

9  distributors  are  registered.  All  of  these  were  inspected 
once  during  the  year. 

MILK  SAMPLING 

No  milk  sampling  was  carried  out. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 


Licensed  Slaughterhouses  in  the  area  .  2 

Animals  slaughtered  therein  . .  .  *  13 ,044 

Animals  examined  at  time  of  slaughter  . .  . .  . •  1 3  > 044 

Visits  made  for  this  purpose . . .  945 

Inspections  made  of  other  food  premises  ..  . ♦  141 
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RESULTS  OF  EXAMINATION  OF  ANIMALS  AT  THE  TIME  OF  SLAUGHTER 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

1 - - - 

I 

f  Cows 

i 

f 

1 

— 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

lambs 

-j— 

Pigs 

Goats 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

1438 

126 

433 

1 0,486 

980 

18 

Number  inspected 

1438 

126 

435 

1 0,486 

980 

18 

All  Diseases  except 

4  ogai.a.  CTBWMfrii  i~»  ~i  mfswsa^L^mtxm 

Tuberculosis 

J 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

:  Carcases  of  which  some 
;  part  or  organ  was 

I  condemned 

i 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
j  with  diseases  other 
i  than  tuberculosis 

i 

5 

2 

12 

38 

2 

132 

33 

3 

93 

39 

- 

10.91 

29.36 

3.29 

I.24 

4.18 

- 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

— 

- 

— 

- 

. 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

4 

- 

- 

— 

1 

t 

_ 

0.4 

- 

5  cases  of  cysticercosis  bovis  were  discovered  and  the  carcases 

submitted  to  refrigeration. 
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H  0  U  S  I  N  & 


INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING-  THE  YEAR 


Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 


under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) .  200 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  ..  312 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  . .  .  •«  ..  11 


CLEARANCE  AREAS 

No  houses  were  demolished  during  19 64. 


REPAIRS 

Number  of  unfit  houses  made  fit  after  informal  action  •«  7 


RECONDITIONING  OF  HOUSES 

One  improvement  grant  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949  was  sought 
by  an  owner/occupicr.  The  application  was  allowed  at  50^  of 
the  approved  cost  of  works. 

Eighteen  applications  were  received  for  standard  grants  under  the 
House  Purchasing  and  Housing  Act,  1959.  Fifteen  of  the  properties 
concerned  were  improved  during  the  year. 


NEW  HOUSES 

Houses  completed  during  the  year 

(i)  Local  Authority  .  Nil 

(ii)  Private  Enterprise  ....  4 •  168 


Houses  in  the  course  of  erection  at  the 


close  of  the  year 

(i)  Local  Authority  3  bungalows 

62  flats 

(ii)  Private  Enterprise  182 

Total  post-war  houses  completed 

(i)  Local  Authority  271 

(ii)  Private  Enterprise  ..  ..  . .  2866 


136  applications  were  made  for  Council  houses  during  the  year 
bringing  the  total  waiting  applicants  to  173* 

79  of  these  applicants  live  in  property  subject  to  clearance 
action. 
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